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Librarian  Honored 


^ 


XX  Tyler  Gemmell  has  announced 
-'■-'-•plans  to  retire  at  the  end  of  this  aca- 
demic year.  Miss  Gemmell  has  been  head 
librarian  for  twenty-two  years  and  has 
served  as  secretary  of  the  Friends  for 
the  past  two.  Under  her  supervision,  the 
book  collection  in  the  Mary  Helen  Coch- 
ran Library  and  in  the  departmental 
libraries  of  Art,  Music  and  Science  has 
more  than  doubled,  the  Charles  A.  Dana 
Wing  has  been  completed,  and  the 
Rare  Book  Room  has  come  into  exist- 
ence. 

In  recognition  of  Miss  Gemmell's 
many  services  to  the  Library,  the  Friends 
voted  at  the  annual  meeting  to  con- 
tribute the  major  amount  needed  to  pur- 
chase the  Catalogue  General  des  Livres 
Imprimes  of  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale 
and  present  it  to  the  Library  in  her 
honor.  Additional  contributions  for  this 
gift  have  been  received  from  colleagues 
on  the  faculty  and  staff  of  the  College. 

The  tribute  came  as  a  surprise  to 
Miss  Gemmell.  However,  it  has  been  a 
long-standing  wish  that  this  major  refer- 
ence work  be  listed  as  one  of  the  hold- 
ings of  the  Library.  Indeed,  there  have 
been  three  separate  titles  which  Miss 
Gemmell  wished  to  see  in  the  Library 
before  her  retirement.  One,  the  Thieme- 
Becker  thirty-seven  volume  Allgemeines 
Lexikon  der  Bildenden  Kunstler  was  pur- 
chased —  partly  with  the  aid  of  a  grant 
from  the  Virginia  Foundation  for  Inde- 
pendent Colleges  —  several  years  ago. 
The  British  Museum  Catalogue  of 
Printed  Books  to  1955  was  requested  by 
the  Library  and  made  possible  by  the 
Friends  in  1968.  The  last,  the  Catalogue 


General,  has  now  been  ordered  and  will 
bear  Miss  Gemmell's  name  on  the  book- 
plate. 

The  one  hundred  ninety-seven  volume 
series  is  particularly  apt  as  a  tribute  to 
Miss  Gemmell.  Her  main  concentration 
in  library  work  has  been  in  cataloguing. 

Miss  Gemmell  was  graduated  from 
Randolph-Macon  Woman's  College  and 
holds  bachelor's  and  master's  degrees 
from  the  Columbia  University  School 
of  Library  Services.  She  was  on  the  staff 
of  Randolph-Macon  for  some  years/and 
before  coming  to  Sweet  Briar  in  1 947  she 
had  been  head  cataloguer  at  the  New 
Jersey  College  for  Women  and  assistant 
cataloguer  at  Vassar  College  Library  for 
seven  years. 

She  has  also  spent,  on  a  Fulbright 
award,  a  year  in  Mandalay,  Burma, 
where  she  lectured  on  library  organiza- 
tion and  administration.  In  1966-67,  she 
served  as  library  consultant  to  five  In- 
dian colleges  who  are  under  the  United 
States-India  Women's  Colleges  Faculty 
Exchange  Program. 

Dorothy  Harbin  will  succeed  Miss 
Gemmell  as  librarian. 

A  T  its  meeting  in  April  the  Executive 
**•  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  Sweet  Briar  College  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

WHEREAS  H.  Tyler  Gemmell,  li- 
brarian of  the  Mary  Helen  Cochran  Li- 
brary of  Sweet  Briar  College  for  more 
than  two  decades,  1947-1969,  has  served 
this  academic  community  with  the  de- 
votion of  a  true  bibliophile  and  with 
unequaled  professional  competence 
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AND  WHEREAS  under  her  guidance 
during  that  period  the  book  collection 
has  nearly  doubled,  from  67,000  in  1947 
to  over  135,000  at  the  beginning  of 
1969,  and  the  high  quality  of  the  entire 
holdings  of  the  Mary  Helen  Cochran 
Library  places  it  in  a  position  of  excel- 
lence among  libraries  of  comparable  lib- 
eral arts  colleges, 

AND  WHEREAS  Miss  Gemmell  has 
twice  served  with  exceptional  under- 
standing and  professional  competence 
in  South  Asia  where  she  held  a  Fulbright 
Lectureship  in  library  service  and  was 
librarian  at  University  College,  Manda- 
lay,  Burma,  in  1955-1956,  and  as  lec- 
turer in  librarianship  at  Isabella  Tho- 
burn  College,  Lucknow,  India,  and  li- 
brary consultant  to  six  colleges  under 
the  United  States-India  Women's  College 
Exchange  Program  in  1966-1967, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED 
that  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Sweet 
Briar  College  express  its  profound  ap- 
preciation for  her  great  contribution  to 
the  growth  and  development  of  the 
Sweet  Briar  College  Library  in  which  is 
centered  the  intellectual  life  of  this  Col- 
lege. 

J.  Wilson  Newman 
Chairman  of  the  Board 
Anne  G.  Pannell 
President 

Annual  Meeting 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Friends 
of  the  Library,  held  at  Sweet  Briar  in 
April,  it  was  noted  that  since  its  found- 
ing over  $15,000  has  been  allocated  by 
the  Friends  to  help  the  Library  purchase 
volumes  beyond  the  normal  Library  bud- 
get. This  year,  continuing  in  its  genero- 
sity, the  Friends  designated  that  $2,830 
be  allocated  for  the  following  volumes: 
Booth,  Charles.  Life  and  Labour  of 
the  People  of  London.  Reprint. 
17  vols. 
Chalmers,  Alexander,  ed.  Minor 
English  Poets,  1660-1780.  Re- 
print. 10  vols. 
Classical  Journal.  Vol.  49,  Oct.  1952- 

Vol.  63,  May  1968.  15  vols. 
Comparative  Studies  in  Society  and 

History.  Vols.  1-7,  1958-1965. 
Das  Chorwerk.  Nos.  1-100. 
Dryden,  John.  The  Dramatic  Works. 
Nonesuch  Edition.  Reprint.  6  vols. 
Expeditions  and  Explorations  (Africa 


only).  Fascimile  Reprints. 
Germanisch-Romanische  Monats- 
schrift.  Vols.  1-12,  1951-1962. 
New  Series.  Johnson  Reprint. 
/  Grani  Siciliani.  30  vols. 
Kroose,  Herman  E.  Documentary  His- 
tory of  Banking  and  Currency. 
4  vols. 
Mahony,  Bertha  E.  and  others.  Illus- 
trators of  Children's  Books,  Suppl. 
1957-1966. 
Somers  Tracts.  1809-1815.  Reprint. 

13  vols. 
The  A  merican  Negro:  His  History  and 

Literature.  Series  II.  66  vols. 
Several  monographs  requested  by  the 
Art  Department  are  also  to  be  ordered. 
In  addition  to  the  above  list,  the  Coun- 
cil allocated  $1,500  towards  Miss  Gem- 
mell's  gift. 

Officers  of  the  Friends,  elected  at  the 
annual  meeting  to  serve  for  the  next 
three  years,  are  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Prothro, 
chairman,  Mrs.  Stewart  Gammill,  III, 
vice-chairman,  Dorothy  Harbin,  secre- 
tary, and  Peter  V.  Daniel,  treasurer. 

Keene  C.  Brown  and  Mrs.  Robert  S. 
Dunham  were  re-elected  to  three-year 
terms  on  the  Council,  and  Mrs.  Byrd 
Leavell  was  elected  to  a  three-year  term. 
Katherine  Kraemer  and  Pamela  Henery 
were  elected  to  one-year  terms  as  stu- 
dents. 


Presented  by 

THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE 
LIBRARY 
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SWEET  BRIAR  COLLEGE! 
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The  Friends'  New  Bookplate 
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Gift 


Reprinted  from  the  Sweet  Briar  News 

Dr.  Orland  White  recently  asked  the 
library  at  Sweet  Briar  to  take  as  a  gift 
anything  from  his  book  collection  which 
might  be  useful  to  the  college.  Jane  Bel- 
cher, professor  of  biology,  has  led  two 
expeditions  to  Dr.  White's  home  at  Char- 
lottesville since  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  and  as  a  result  the  library  has 
gained  a  fine  set  of  old  and  new  books. 

The  field  of  genetics,  in  which  he  was 
a  pioneer,  hardly  existed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  Dr.  White's  career,  and  thus  he 
grew  up  with  it  and  knew  well  many  of 
the  major  figures  of  the  period  of  so- 
called  "classical  genetics."  He  has  al- 
ready given  Sweet  Briar  many  photo- 
graphs of  the  trail  blazers  in  the  field, 
some  of  them  autographed,  and  a  num- 
ber of  signed  offprints  of  their  articles. 

Dr.  White  was  curator  of  the  Brooklyn 
Botanic  Garden  until  he  came  to  the 
Blandy  Experimental  Farm,  attached  to 
the  University  of  Virginia.  He  directed 
it  from  1927  until  1955  and  was  respon- 
sible for  its  flourishing  arboretum,  which 
has  now  been  named  the  Orland  E. 
White  Arboretum  in  his  honor. 

H.  Tyler  Gemmell,  librarian  concen- 
trated on  choosing  from  amongst  his  fine 
collection  of  books  on  Asia  and  on  ex- 
ploration in  Africa  and  South  America. 
The  library  has  acquired  valuable  books 
on  the  flora  and  bird-life  of  Latin  Amer- 
ica, like  the  Flores  Silvestres  de  Chile, 
newly  published  by  the  University  of 
Chile.  Some  of  Dr.  White's  books  will 
be  added  to  the  Kellogg  Library.  These 
include  copies  of  the  Life  World  Li- 
brary series,  editions  of  old  favorites 
like  The  Adventures  of  Nils  and  a  group 
of  stories  which  help  to  illustrate  the 
growth  of  children's  literature  in  Amer- 
ica. 

Upon  his  retirement  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Virginia,  Dr.  White  taught  for 
two  years  at  Sweet  Briar,  where  he  was 
known  as  the  Great  White  Father.  He 
came  into  class  at  times  so  heavily  cam- 
ouflaged with  oak  and  bamboo  branches 
that  he  seemed  to  have  been  prepared  for 
combat.  Sweet  Briar  loved  him  and  his 
affection  for  Sweet  Briar  is  reflected  in 
this  splendid  gift. 


Lorsch   Gospels 

Sweet  Briar's  copy  of  the  Lorsch  Gos- 
pels is  the  first  of  a  series  of  facsimile 
editions  to  be  issued  by  George  Braziller, 
and  it  reproduces  the  four  Gospels 
which  once  belonged  to  the  Abbey 
of  Lorsch,  near  Worms,  in  Germany. 
The  scribes  belonged  to  Charlemagne's 
court  scriptorium,  and  the  work  was 
probably  commissioned  by  him  about 
the  year  810  A.  D.,  a  few  years  before 
his  death  in  814. 


The  four  Lorsch  Gospels  and  their 
magnificent  ivory  covers  are  now  scat- 
tered round  the  world  and  belong  to 
collections  in  the  Vatican  City,  Rumania 
and  London.  In  1965  they  were  brought 
together  in  Aachen,  for  display  in  the 
exhibition  Charlemagne,  His  Achive- 
ments  and  Influence,  organized  there  by 
the  Council  of  Europe.  At  this  time  per- 
mission was  given  for  all  parts  of  the 
Gospels  to  be  photographed  and  repro- 
duced, by  Pope  Paul  VI  for  the  last  two 
Gospels  and  the  back  cover,  by  the  Peo- 
ple's Republic  of  Rumania  for  the  first 
two  Gospels,  and  by  the  Victoria  and 
Albert  Museum  for  the  front  cover. 

The  manuscript  is  now  dispersed 
again  to  its  various  owners  but  this  fac- 
simile edition  preserves  it  as  a  unified 
whole  in  any  library  fortunate  enough 
to  own  a  copy.  It  will  be  valuable  here 
to  students  working  in  the  field  of  medie- 
val art  and  history,  and  to  all  of  us  who 
are  interested  in  manuscripts  and  illum- 
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ination.  Color  plates  of  a  few  specimen 
script  pages  from  each  Gospel,  the  cov- 
ers, and  all  the  ornamental  pages,  some 
54  in  all,  have  been  reproduced  in  a 
volume  which  is  sumptuous  and  glowing. 
The  Lorsch  Gospels  have  been  described 
as  the  last  of  the  surviving  ceremonial 
manuscripts  of  Charlemagne's  court,  and 
through  this  reproduction  we  can  see  for 
ourselves  the  splendor  of  that  court  and 

age. 

Clarissa  Rowland 
Reference  Librarian 

Collecting  Today 

Jerry  E.  Patterson,  a  well-known 
expert  on  American  books  and  manu- 
scripts and  director  of  Christie,  Manson 
and  Woods  Ltd.,  New  York,  was  the 
speaker  at  the  third  annual  meeting  of 
the  Friends  of  the  Library.  Mr.  Patter- 
son has  been  a  vice-president  of  Parke- 
Bernet  Galleries,  Inc.,  and  was  head  of 
their  book  department  until  his  resigna- 
tion last  summer. 

Below  are  excerpts  of  the  speech, 
"Collecting  in  Today's  Market,"  which 
he  delivered  at  Sweet  Briar: 

In  the  best  interests  of  the  Sweet  Briar 
Library  I  am  hoping  that  many  of  you 
are  book  collectors  or  are  about  to  be- 
come book  collectors,  but  even  if  you 
are  collectors  of  the  different  varieties  of 
barbed  wire  —  and  such  exist  today  — 
what  I  am  going  to  say  about  the  proc- 
esses of  collecting  and  the  relation  of 
money  to  collecting  may  be  useful. 

What  is  a  collection  anyway?  A  col- 
lection is  a  deliberate  accumulation  of 
objects.  Ten  thousand  old  buttons  must 
be  called  a  collection  if  they  have  been 
purposely  set  aside,  but  they  really  do 
not  constitute  a  collection  until  they 
have  been  sorted,  classified,  combed  for 
duplicates,  and  arranged  in  some  sort  of 
rational  order:  military  buttons  together, 
then  within  that  category,  French  mili- 
tary buttons,  British,  or  specifically 
Crimean  War,  Civil  War,  or  whatever. 
If  you  are  going  to  start  collecting, 
first  you  decide  what  attracts  you.  That 
is  really  the  primary  rule.  Despite  what 
you  hear  about  "art  for  investment," 
the  best  reason  for  buying  an  object  is 
the  desire  to  have  it,  to  hold  it,  to  live 
with  it,  and  enjoy  it,  no  matter  whether 
it  is  a  painting,  a  tea-cup,  a  button,  or  a 


matchbox  label. 

Having  once  decided  on  a  field  of 
collecting  and  studied  it,  at  least  a  bit, 
you  are  ready  to  buy.  I  have  a  few  rules 
about  buying: 

Rule  One.  Only  buy  items  in  good 
condition.  They  are  not  only  the  most 
satisfactory  to  own;  they  are  more  likely 
to  enhance  in  value.  Of  course  some 
items  you  will  never  find  in  good  condi- 
tion. If  you  are  shopping  for  a  Gutenberg 
Bible  and  find  one  and  can  afford  it, 
you  had  better  take  it  even  if  it  is  slightly 
water-stained.  For  most  other  objects, 
however,  condition  is  of  the  highest  im- 
portance. 

Rule  Two.  Always  buy  the  best  item 
you  can  afford.  If,  for  example  you  have 
a  thousand  dollars  and  want  to  start  a 
collection  of  Charles  Dickens,  don't  buy 
ten  volumes  of  Dickens  at  $100  each, 
don't  buy  five  volumes  at  $200  each,  buy 
the  finest  Dickens  you  can  get  for 
$1,000.  This  is  the  item  which  will  al- 
ways be  a  highlight  of  your  collection 
and  it  is  the  one  that  is  most  likely  to 
maintain  its  value  or  increase  it.  You 
can  call  that  "Patterson's  Law"  if  you 
like. 

Rule  Three.  Improve  your  collection 
as  you  go.  If  you  find  a  finer  example, 
don't  hesitate  to  discard  the  first  you 
bought,  preferably  by  selling  it  at  auc- 
tion, and  buy  the  better.  This  is  called 
"upgrading"  a  collection  and  virtually 
all  the  most  successful  collectors  have 
followed  this  process. 

Rule  Four.  You  should  not  be  afraid 
to  trust  your  own  taste.  Buy  what  you 
like,  regardless  of  how  few  people  seem 
to  find  it  interesting  .  .  .  Books  by  writers 
without  audiences  printed  by  off-beat 
presses  are  being  printed  right  now 
which  will  someday  be  like  the  Marble 
Faun  of  William  Faulkner  or  the  Three 
Stories  and  Ten  Poems  of  Ernest  Hem- 
ingway, books  which  only  forty  years 
after  their  publication  can  bring  $2,000. 
If  ten  years  ago  you  had  stopped  in  the 
Eighth  Street  Bookshop  in  Greenwich 
Village  regularly  and  bought  the  little 
books  of  poetry  by  Allen  Ginsberg, 
Gregory  Corso,  and  the  other  Beat  poets, 
you  would  have  spent  perhaps  $500  for 
a  large  and  comprehensive  collection 
which  now  might  easily  be  worth  $5,000. 
Fields  of  collecting  develop  and  you 
may  be  a  trailblazer  of  one. 


